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Metadata

These reference tables contain statistics about air travel in several countries since 1970. The graph besides each table 
shows the total number of passengers on all flights in that year, and the absolute change over time. The x-axis is the 
absolute change while the y-axis is the number of passengers. Each circle represents a certain year.
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Passenger trips on aircraft flights per year, worldwide, 1970-2017, (occupied seats)

Source: International Civil Aviation Organization, Civil Aviation Statistics of the World and ICAO staff estimates., https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/is.air.psgr; June 17th 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (passengers) Number of passengers Label
1970 21163512 310441392 1970
1971 30376803 331604904 1971
1973 29846765 401571800  
1974 15352350 421145200 1974
1975 25314098 432276500 1975
1976 40496396 471773396 1976
1977 52158304 513269292  
1978 67565654 576090004  
1979 32891442 648400600  
1980 -3890600 641872888 1980
1981 6304610 640619400  
1982 22241098 654482108  
1983 38964090 685101596  
1984 49048254 732410288  
1985 55092004 783198104  
1986 60820000 842594296 1986
1987 55650858 904838104  
1988 39185348 953896012  
1989 35540302 983208800 1989
1990 75009702 1024976616  
1991 60230038 1133228204  
1992 4518506 1145436692 1992
1993 43898356 1142265216 1993
1994 80313212 1233233404 1994
1995 78865150 1302891640  
1996 76106276 1390963704 1996
1997 37999038 1455104192 1997
1998 53576054 1466961780 1998
1999 103551466 1562256300  
2000 46486957 1674064712 2000
2001 -23329920 1655230214 2001
2002 5039535 1627404873 2002
2003 130645206 1665309283 2003
2004 152140758 1888695284  
2005 91859307 1969590799 2005
2006 119772849 2072413898 2006
2007 67902420 2209136496 2007
2008 20296025 2208218737 2008
2009 210021261 2249728546 2009
2010 268612642 2628261258 2010
2011 132896857 2786953830 2011
2012 130660621 2894054972 2012
2013 166618207 3048275073 2013
2014 209101706 3227291386 2014
2015 238905255 3466478485 2015
2016 256185459 3705101897 2016
2017 273465662 3978849402 2017
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Air flights, passengers, worldwide, 1970-2017

The International Civil Aviation Organisation began 
collecting statistics on aircraft passengers in 1947 to 
allow it to provide traffic exposure data for use in the 
construction of air traffic safety statistics.
These statistcs showed that by 2017 almost four billion 
seats were being booked and occupied on flights per
year. Often a few people fly
many times. Most people
alive today have never
flown; and never will.

The numbers of passengers fell worldwide in both 2001 and 
2002 following the attacks on the twin towers in New York, down 
by 47 million booked flights worldwide by 2002. They also fell by 
1.08% in 1992 after the price of jet fuel almost doubled to over 1 
dollar a gallon. Earlier they had fallen in both 1980 and 1981 by 
a total of almost 8 million passengers (1.20%) when the price of 
fuel had similarly risen sharply. However, in between these brief 

periods of respite, the total number continued to accelerate 

Flying slowed down in popularity just before 
the economic crash of 2008, with numbers 

actually falling in that year, but only by 
917,759 passengers (0.04%). They had 

risen in 2007, by 137 million seats but then 
the price of jet fuel per gallon spiked from 

around $2 in 2006 to almost $4 before 
falling to $1.4 in December 2008.
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Passenger trips on aircraft flights per year, USA 1970-2017, (occupied seats)

Source: International Civil Aviation Organization, Civil Aviation Statistics of the World and ICAO staff estimates., https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/is.air.psgr; June 17th 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (passengers) Number of passengers Label
1970 10694112 163448992 1970
1971 13938208 174143104
1972 14083048 191325408 1972
1973 8143496 202309200
1974 1295600 207612400 1974
1975 7702448 204900400 1975
1976 17622296 223017296 1976
1977 25004104 240144992 1977
1978 36739504 273025504 1978
1979 11151792 313624000 1979
1980 -16268800 295329088 1980
1981 -2168240 281086400 1981
1982 17256848 290992608 1982
1983 24599440 315600096 1983
1984 28229504 340191488 1984
1985 37181504 372059104 1985
1986 34886800 414554496 1986
1987 19824208 441832704 1987
1988 5664400 454202912
1989 5185552 453161504
1990 -572800 464574016 1990
1991 1195488 452015904
1992 8955104 466964992 1992
1993 23979504 469926112 1993
1994 31792992 514924000 1994
1995 28074000 533512096 1995
1996 28529648 571072000 1996
1997 8549440 590571392 1997
1998 21896608 588170880 1998
1999 38578267 634364608 1999
2000 -6088381 665327414 2000
2001 -33458500 622187846 2001
2002 -16595368 598410415 2002
2003 39850097 588997110 2003
2004 65775314 678110608 2004
2005 23710179 720547738
2006 11877286 725530965
2007 -11875707 744302310 2007
2008 -32439451 701779551 2008
2009 9358725 679423408 2009
2010 25686296 720497000 2010
2011 8101000 730796000
2012 6187500 736699000 2012
2013 13005500 743171000 2013
2014 27525500 762710000 2014
2015 30664500 798222000 2015
2016 25590500 824039000 2016
2017 20516500 849403000 2017
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Air flights, passengers, USA, 1970-2017

The number of aircraft passengers 
has rose again after 2009, but the 
speed of rise has never been as 
huge as that in 2004. Especially in 
recent three years, the growh in 
the USA has slowed down 
significantly. 

The numbers of passengers
fell signicantly in the USA in 

both 2001 and 2002 folowing 
the attacks on the twin towers 
in New York . Similar fall was 
also in the 2008 financial 
crash.

In USA, flying dropped in popularity during 
the economic recessions in 1980 and in 
1990.
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Passenger trips on aircraft flights per year, UK 1970-2017, (occupied seats)

Source: International Civil Aviation Organization, Civil Aviation Statistics of the World and ICAO staff estimates., https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/is.air.psgr; June 17th 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (passengers) Number of passengers Label
1970 227200 15568800 1970
1971 869850 15796000
1972 1581850 17308500 1972
1973 377050 18959700
1974 -442400 18062600 1974
1975 705150 18074900
1976 704800 19472900
1977 1856600 19484500
1978 2913800 23186100 1978
1979 1182550 25312100
1980 -366700 25551200
1981 -839350 24578700 1981
1982 -601250 23872500
1983 976600 23376200
1984 2426600 25825700 1984
1985 1773700 28229400
1986 2737950 29373100 1986
1987 4100000 33705300
1988 6324550 37573100 1988
1989 4770250 46354400
1990 -1746600 47113600 1990
1991 352900 42861200
1992 3663350 47819400 1992
1993 3828050 50187900
1994 4750450 55475500 1994
1995 4366500 59688800
1996 1537200 64208500
1997 -1134150 62763200 1997
1998 1487548 61940200
1999 4247915 65738296 1999
2000 2296715 70436030
2001 972583 70331725 2001
2002 3028468 72381196 2002
2003 6836783 76388660 2003
2004 8607110 86054762 2004
2005 5744935 93602879
2006 4009964 97544631
2007 3584461 101622807 2007
2008 420851 104713553 2008
2009 -1598916 102464509 2009
2010 4567019 101515720 2010
2011 6952100 111598546 2011
2012 3503660 115419921 2012
2013 4740878 118605866 2013
2014 6453564 124901676 2014
2015 9440019 131512994 2015
2016 10177141 143781714 2016
2017 10914263 151867276 2017
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Air flights, passengers, UK, 1970-2017

The number of aircraft passengers 
rose again after 2009. The growth 
even accelerated since 2012 
because austerity largely affected 
people who could never afford to 
fly. In 2017, nearly 160 millions 
seats were taken per year in the 
UK, 10 million more than 2016.

The growth in the numbers of 
passengers slowed down in 
the UK in 2001 folowing the 
attacks on the twin towers in 
New York . The effect of the 
attacks was much less in the 
UK than in the USA

Air flight has not gained huge popularity 
until the late 1980s, but the popularity has 
then dropped signficantly in 1990, before it 
climbed again.

One year after the 2008 
financial crisis, the
number of passengers on 
aircraft in the UK per 
year has decreased.
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Passenger trips on aircraft flights per year, China 1974-2017, (occupied seats)

Source: International Civil Aviation Organization, Civil Aviation Statistics of the World and ICAO staff estimates., https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/is.air.psgr; June 17th 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (passengers) Number of passengers Label
1974 290000 710000 1974
1975 170000 1000000
1976 55000 1050000
1977 245000 1110000
1978 704500 1540000
1979 514000 2519000
1980 358500 2568000
1981 687000 3236000
1982 300000 3942000
1983 529000 3836000
1984 1732000 5000000
1985 2500000 7300000
1986 2600000 10000000
1987 3500000 12500000
1988 -710000 17000000 1988
1989 -201950 11080000
1990 4220000 16596100 1990
1991 5374450 19520000
1992 5896250 27345000 1992
1993 5128000 31312500
1994 8126000 37601000 1994
1995 7084550 47564500
1996 2356250 51770100
1997 731950 52277000 1997
1998 1788050 53234000
1999 4328904 55853100 1999
2000 8403777 61891807
2001 10889996 72660653 2001
2002 6689995 83671798 2002
2003 18058613 86040642 2003
2004 25340491 119789024 2004
2005 19112164 136721623 2005
2006 23445755 158013351
2007 16493935 183613132 2007
2008 22724484 191001220 2008
2009 37645900 229062099 2009
2010 31549030 266293020 2010
2011 26091452 292160158 2011
2012 30317569 318475924 2012
2013 36201430 352795296 2013
2014 41694337 390878784 2014
2015 48540847 436183969 2015
2016 57525270 487960477 2016
2017 66509694 551234509 2017
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Air flights, passengers, China, 1974-2017

The cost of air travel has been highly 
reduced recent years, partly due to 
competition from the high-speed 
railway. Also, the Chinese were now 
travelling much more. The number of 
people travelling by air in China is 
increasing at an accelerated rate, and 
shows no signs of slowing down yet.

Since the 21st century, the 
number of passengers on 
aircraft in China has grown 
very rapidly. Great 
acceleration occured in this 
period, except for 2005 and 
2007.

Air flight was very rare in China before 1990. Then a 
noticeable increase occured between 1990 and 1994. The 
1997 Asian financial crisis was accompanied by a short stop 
in the passenger increase in China

Between 2009 and 2011, another slowdown occurred 
in the number of passengers on aircraft in China. 
This slowdown might be the result of the 
constructions of the high-speed railway system. In 
2009, Wuhan and Guangzhou were connected by 
high-speed railway, which reduced the travelling time 
from 10 to 3 hours (it takes 1.5 hours by plane). In 
2011 Beijing and Shanghai were similarly connected. 
Now it only takes 4.5 hours from Beijing to Shanghai 
by train, 1318km.
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Passenger trips on aircraft flights per year, Japan 1970-2017, (occupied seats)

Source: International Civil Aviation Organization, Civil Aviation Statistics of the World and ICAO staff estimates., https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/is.air.psgr; June 17th 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (passengers) Number of passengers Label
1970 1565400 16315100 1970
1971 1927200 17880500
1972 3756300 20169500 1972
1973 3658100 25393100
1974 944150 27485700 1974
1975 1040150 27281400
1976 4448000 29566000
1977 5494350 36177400
1978 4595200 40554700 1978
1979 2294900 45367800
1980 1346700 45144500
1981 624850 48061200
1982 -753600 46394200 1982
1983 2029300 46554000
1984 2370350 50452800 1984
1985 1018500 51294700 1985
1986 3231500 52489800
1987 4798850 57757700
1988 5781998 62087500 1988
1989 7068150 69321696 1989
1990 4699052 76223800
1991 2577300 78719800
1992 672052 81378400 1992
1993 1267552 80063904
1994 5866548 83913504 1994
1995 6000000 91797000
1996 1600300 95913504 1996
1997 2893848 94997600 1997
1998 5498448 101701200 1998
1999 3711056 105994496
2000 914487 109123312
2001 -42736 107823469 2001
2002 -1917461 109037841 2002
2003 -3648621 103988547 2003
2004 -854766 101740600
2005 552360 102279015 2005
2006 -1218339 102845319
2007 -2911424 99842338
2008 -6472906 97022471 2008
2009 6297275 86896527 2009
2010 1446146 109617021 2010
2011 -5354581 89788818 2011
2012 8892091 98907859 2012
2013 5819571 107573000 2013
2014 3277500 110547000 2014
2015 3580500 114128000 2015
2016 4885000 117708000 2016
2017 6189500 123898000 2017
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Air flights, passengers, Japan, 1970-2017

The number of aircraft passengers 
rose again after 2012 and the 
growth has accelerated since 
2014. In 2017 there were nearly 
124 million passengers per year in 
Japan, an increase of 6 million as 
compared to 2016.

The growth in the numbers of 
passengers slowed down in 
the Japan between 1989 and 
1992, the burst of the 
economic bubble in the 1980s.

In 1982, the 200 Series Shinkansen trains 
replaced the 0 Series trains. The 
passengers on aircraft declined in this year.

Passengers number has 
dropped significantly in 
Japan in 2008 financial 
crash and then in 2011 
Tōhoku earthquake and 
tsunami (Great East Japan 
Earthquake)
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Passenger trips on aircraft flights per year, Malawi 1970-2017, (occupied seats)

Source: International Civil Aviation Organization, Civil Aviation Statistics of the World and ICAO staff estimates., https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/is.air.psgr; June 17th 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (passengers) Number of passengers Label
1970 14400 51700 1970
1971 11500 66100 1971
1972 12150 74700 1972
1973 11800 90400 1973
1974 16000 98300 1974
1975 -2300 122400
1976 -11050 93700 1976
1977 6350 100300
1978 5700 106400
1979 -6200 111700
1980 -2050 94000
1981 18150 107600 1981
1982 -5350 130300 1982
1983 -1650 96900
1984 21750 127000 1984
1985 6600 140400
1986 -13100 140200 1986
1987 -12200 114200 1987
1988 3500 115800
1989 2250 121200
1990 -550 120300
1991 550 120100
1992 6000 121400 1992
1993 10100 132100
1994 8300 141600
1995 5450 148700 1995
1996 4800 152500
1997 2600 158300
1998 -23000 157700 1998
1999 -20935 112300 1999
2000 130 115831
2001 -5560 112560
2002 -1853 104711
2003 8883 108854
2004 11711 122477 2004
2005 11635 132275 2005
2006 11281 145747 2006
2007 7085 154837
2008 1085 159917 2008
2009 -34198 157007 2009
2010 -37149 91520 2010
2011 -19001 82710 2011
2012 -38427 53519 2012
2013 -23831 5856 2013
2014 78 5856 2014
2015 444 6011
2016 2267 6744 2016
2017 4090 10545 2017
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Air flights, passengers, Malawi, 1970-2017
In 2017, Malawi is the country that 
has one of the lowest number of 
passengers on aircraft per year.

In 2009, Bingu wa Mutharika, the
president of Malawi at that time,  
purchased a private presidential jet 
for $13.26 million. This was 
followed almost immediately by a 
nationwide fuel shortage which was 
officially blamed on logistical 
problems, but was more likely due 
to the hard currency shortage 
caused by the freezing of aid by the 
international community.

The number of passengers on 
aircaft dropped significantly since 
2009


